
 

 
 
 
 
 

Simple changes cut ho
Heywood dairy farmers, Rex and Lou Matthews
simple changes after attending Watts ‘n’ Your 
 

At the event Rex was surprised to discover that his 
power bills were significantly higher than some of 
his neighbours who milk a lot more cows.  

A nurse, Lou works off-farm which means Rex runs 
the dairy single-handed. He milks the 130-cow 
autumn calving herd through a 10-unit swing-over 
herringbone dairy. 

About a year ago he changed to three-phase power 
providing a more reliable energy source. But the 
neighbours’ power bills made him realise there 
must be opportunities for savings. 

At Watts ‘n’ Your Dairy Rex heard that hot water 
accounts for almost half of the energy used in a 
typical dairy. 

“So it was definitely worth looking for ways to cut 
our hot water bill,” he said. 

Rex reviewed the manufacturer’s recommendations 
for his cleaning products. It resulted in a double 
whammy saving – in both chemical use and volume 
of hot water. 

He halved the amount of hot water used by cutting 
out an unnecessary hot rinse after the evening 
milking, and by measuring more accurately the 
amount of hot water used each time. 

He also checked the settings on the hot water 
system. Rex discovered it was set at 94o C. That’s 
unnecessarily hot and clearly a waste of energy.  

 

 

Did you know? 
• most farms use far more energy than 

they need and many could save at least 
half their energy use  

• some farmers use four times the energy 
that others use to harvest the same 
amount of milk 

• water heating and milk cooling account 
for 80% of energy used in the dairy 
(based on research conducted for SEAV/Bonlac) 
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